Regular Board Meeting
The Academy at Roosevelt Center

Location: 240 E. Maple, Pocatello, ID
Date:  9/13/07

Annie Dixon called meeting to order 6:07pm.  In attendance: Kent Reynolds, Annie Dixon, Ron Hansen, Gretchen Tower, Michael Parker.
Consent Agenda approved - August minutes approved.  All policies from previous month amended and approved.
Annie Dixon changed order of Agenda - Public comments moved to be heard after Executive Session. Michael Parker will be giving Playground Committee update.
Gretchen Tower – Board Development Committee – Summarized nominations of Board Members and interviews held the previous week. Mrs. Tower presented Michael Parker as Nominee for seat #1.  Summary of Nominee credentials were provided.  Mr. Hansen made motion that Mr. Parker be assigned to Board seat number 1. Seconded by Mr. Reynolds; unanimously approved. Traci Santillanes, Clerk, administered Oath of Office to Kent Reynolds and Michael Parker.
Moved to Executive Session. - Discussion of disciplinary action regarding written essay by 3rd grade student.  Board discussed content and potential personal and public threats, action to be taken, and resolutions.  Discussion whether there was written policy pertaining to threats made by students.  Gretchen Tower stated that she would look into implementation of policy and procedure.  Recommendation by the Board was to continue with suspension until 10/02/07, date of next Board meeting and private hearing.
Recommendation by the Board to terminate internship of student’s mother, due to conflict of interest.  Attending Legal Counsel stated that parents needed to be notified of hearing date and time in writing.
Public comments - Parents of student that was subject of Executive Session discussion, asked to be heard by the Board regarding disciplinary actions of their child.  The father requested that he be allowed to meet privately with the Board in order to maintain privacy regarding the student. Annie Dixon, Chairman, responded that a private hearing would be held on 10/02/07 and that he would be notified in writing of the date and time, his right to representation by Legal Counsel, and all related matters would be heard at that time. Mrs. Phelps, Acting Administrator, stated that the child would be suspended for an additional 10 days, due to disruption of the good order of the school and safety of the public. The father respectively disagreed with the additional suspension and stated that his son had been taken to a Counselor and found that there was no threat from the child, that the child was responding to situational stress, created by administration of the school.  Annie Dixon again reminded the family that further hearing would take place on 10/02/07.
Administrator Report – Kristine Phelps Acting Administrator :

AYP had originally failed, due to students that had left the school and had not been formerly disenrolled.  Mr. Sorensen worked with the State and they took the excess names out of the system and The Academy made AYP for this year.  Reports were given to Chairman, Annie Dixon.

Mindy Steinlicht – Self assessment monitoring (SAM) needs to begin.  Meeting being held 9/14 at the College of Education at Idaho State University.  SAM is encouraging charter schools to have a board member on the SAM Committee.  Special Ed teacher will be going, would like to send one board member (8:30am – 1pm College of Ed building 9/14). Gretchen Tower volunteered to attend with Mrs. Steinlicht.  Gifted and talented program plan needs to be renewed every 3 years, Mrs. Watson and Mrs. Steinlicht are the Charter School team that will meet the deadline by Oct. 15.  Mrs. Steinlicht reported on training attended today for highly qualified teachers.  Annie Dixon made recommendation that a newsletter should be mailed to inform school population of criteria and report on highly qualified teachers and para-professionals working at The Academy.  IRI’s and ISAT tests will be administered during the next 2 weeks.  

Kristine Phelps – New keyboards purchased for music lab.  Teachers are working with Mr. Cde Baca to make sure homework and discipline are consistent and aligned.  A handbook is being developed that will go home with students to have parents sign and return, acknowledging that they have received and reviewed the handbook.

Student body collected books for Portneuf Medical Center waiting area.  Authorities from Portneuf Medical Center will come to the school to thank students November 2 during Citizen of the Month assembly.  In January,  Pebble Creek ski activity will begin.  Will include lessons, $9/student, rentals are additional (may be able to come up with funding from field trip activity fund).  Public question asked by parent wanting to know if it is a requirement for all students to attend ski lessons.   Comment by Annie Dixon, Chairman, was that it hasn’t been determined.  Options need to be looked at for students that do not want to ski.  Public comment from parent:  ski hill didn’t want to take liability for any students younger than 4th or 5th grade during a previous, similar activity that her students had been involved in.  Rentals were offered at a discounted rate.  Parents were involved to release Pebble from liability.  Board committed to investigate costs and options.
Kristine Phelps  - commented on compliments received from parents regarding how their students were doing well at the school.
Audit Annual Report – Brief summary of annual audit and audit letter to the Board. Gretchen tower requested that copy be mailed to Charter Commission.
Gretchen Tower – Board Training – Recommendation was made to meet for lunch at a remote location, 4 times per year, to provide Board training so time was not used during Board meetings.  Cards citing Idaho Code Section 67-2345 were passed out to Board to be used when making a motion to move to Executive Session.
Michael Parker – Playground Committee Update – Budget constraints and location are being reviewed so funds can best be used.  Next meeting to be held 9/14/07 at 6:30pm to discuss what type of playground equipment would best work.
Ron Hansen – Building Upate – Discussion about purchasing land, donation of land, price of new school vs. price of updating current location.

Reading and adoption of new Policies and Procedures:

6062 – Secterian Instruction Forbidden - First reading
8113 – Admission and Attendance-HIV/AIDS Infected Students - Policy

8113 – Admission and Attendance-HIV/AIDS Infected Students – Procedure

Amendments and corrections to aforementioned policies and procedures were recommended by the Board.  They will be added to the Consent Agenda for October meeting.

Motion to adjourn by Gretchen Tower at 8:05 pm.  Seconded by Kent Reynolds.  Unanimously approved.
