The Academy PTO Board Meeting
Thursday, June 3, 2010
- Attending: Beth, Julia, Beena, Angela, Mindy, Lori, Jennifer Benningfield, Shannon 

Salas & Kori VanHorn
- Minutes prepared by Julia Brown, secretary
- Meeting called to order: 2:10 p.m.
· Minutes read from General Meeting, last board meeting minutes not available – Julia email to all in attendance again, will amend if necessary on this meeting minutes.

· School Board Meeting Assignments
· June 10th – Beth

· PTO Raised Funds Project Survey

· Julia sent out and received surveys, compiled results

· Laminator & Die Cut Machine had the lowest point average and the most votes over all. 

· It was recommended that we check into having our broken laminator fixed, was under warranty, but company would not fix it
· Die cut machine – talked about possibility of buying a Cricut instead, or checking into die cut machines through Campbell’s Labels for Education program, may be able to use banked points to get one

· Study Hall received the most “#1” votes. 

· Suggestions received from members that maybe 8th graders could tutor with supervision of an EA

· Talked about having a teacher referral so it won’t become daycare
· If implemented, we will plan to hold it in the morning so it will not turn into after school daycare, and so kids can go in early for help with things they needed help on the night before, and will be prepared for school when it starts

· Risers were third in point average and votes.

· Other items: Reader Board, Par Course, Hip Hop/Martial Arts Class, and safety mats received approximately the same averaged points and total votes.

· Board will check on costs/prices over the summer to see how many projects we can afford to fund. Will discuss and decide at summer board meeting.
· Beth: Par Course, Study Hall, Hip Hop and Martial Arts classes

· Jennifer: Risers, Die Cutters

· Angela: Reader Board

· Shannon: Check on getting laminator fixed and cost for new
· Red Ribbon Week: Amanda requested a budget increase for next year so an assembly can be provided
· Lori said that teachers wouldn’t mind ½ hour assembly as long as they know ahead, and would fit in Harbor parameters if there was learning going on.
· It was suggested that the assembly was split like Citizen assemblies for age interest reasons and time restrictions
· Will do motion and vote by text later when more details can be provided (assembly type, costs, etc.)
· Grant Proposal given by Miss Schaeffer on behalf of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade teachers for new send-home readers

· Great series: Newbridge books on levels, nonfiction $929.70 and $724.80 for both sets.

· Discussed giving $1000 of fundraised money for just one set this year, maybe other one next year
· Lori talked about the possibility of shifting school money budgeted in other areas to use for the other set. Title I has restrictions for what to spend money on, but other budgets may be available to help

· Lori suggested we decide on a $ amount and then let Miss Schaeffer choose what to do and what to buy

· There was a concern brought up about spending that amount of money on just one group, not the whole school, but the general consensus was that we do that sometimes for one group, and then another group gets our help other times. Argument was given that this would benefit a large group of children (1/3 of the students) and affects their entire career at The Academy.

· Julia noted that we had $2000 earmarked for the last 2 years for cafeteria improvements and asked if that was still a need. Beth reported that because of our new school building the next year, we will not be making those improvements at this school. 

· Motion made by Julia: Use earmarked cafeteria money that is no longer needed there, and donate up to $2000 for early reader books in grades 1-3 as stated in proposal.

· 2nd by Angela, vote was unanimous
· Back to School BBQ: Friday August 19th (School starts Thursday, August 18th)

· Discussed showing movie on wall of building and having activites or movie after dinner, or holding a little later

· Decided to do hamburgers again, and having everyone bring a side dish to share

· Assignments will be made at summer meeting

· Other:
· Gathered contact information for new board members (Jennifer and Shannon, Kori will be doing Outside Fundraising)

· Beth and Jason will write checks on June 8th 10AM and mail out, please make sure all receipts get into PTO box by that morning.

· A question was raised about field trips and why some classes have bigger adventures than others. Julia reported that the Student council was discouraged by administration from raising money to pay for the field trips as in years past. Much of what happens for end of year party or field trip also depends on the teacher. We don’t handle or fund field trips at all, that question should be taken to teacher and then administration.
· Point was made that education is changing, with budget cuts and tighter testing restrictions, things won’t always be “fair” or the same as the last 4 years. Some things will be changed or omitted from year to year.

· Party Money – question was raised if we should keep collecting it or not. None of the classes use it until the end of the year for gradations, carnival, and field trips or parties anyway. Might be better for teachers to charge students $2, $5 or whatever amount needs to paid for the end of the year activity, and collected by teachers. 8th grade did this year – charged $10 for rock climbing and lunch. Will discuss further, and decide at summer meeting.

- Meeting adjourned: 3:03 p.m.
